Association of SIDS and Infant Mortality Programs

Standard 1:  A designated program will provide professional case management, counseling, and support services to help bereaved families cope with the sudden, unexpected death of an infant or child.

Interpretation:  Within an identified geographic area, a designated program for unexpected infant and child death will provide professional case management, counseling, advocacy, and support services to families. The professional staff of the program will assure that quality, culturally competent, linguistically appropriate services are offered to bereaved families.
The program will be responsible for monitoring and training professional staff, peers, and volunteers who make contacts with families, and for assuring that program policies support the incorporation of cultural and linguistic competence.

Professional program staff will provide ongoing consultation, support, and technical assistance to personnel working with families who have experienced the death of a child. This includes education for caregivers and health care providers as well as community awareness programs to promote better understanding and support for families.

To assure delivery of culturally competent services, programs should include cultural and linguistic differences of the population served.

The program will collect and distribute uniform data concerning the deaths reported to it.

Programs will support and encourage research into the causes of infant mortality as well as the psychosocial aspects of family coping.

The designated program will monitor compliance with the standards set forth in this document through an ongoing evaluation process.

To view the full document: The Unexpected Death of an Infant or Child: Standards for Services to Families go to: 

http://www.asip1.org/images/ASIPStandards.pdf
